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This year was no exception with
almost 60 Members signing up for
the chance to write their names
into the Club’s history books.
As we highlight in this latest issue of Laguna Lifestyle, both the
Men’s and Ladies Championships provided the usual quota
of thrills and spills … as well as
2 worthy winners with contrastingly heart-warming stories.
Congratulations to Sean Lee
and Michelle Bang Mi-kyung on
their respective triumphs.
At the tender age of 14, Sean
underlined his status as one of
Singapore’s brightest golfing
prospects with an emphatic
win to secure the first Club
Championship trophy of his
fledgling career.
How many more there will be,
only time will tell. Although
thoughts of a United States college education followed by a
tilt at the professional game are
starting to form in the mind of
this talented young man, don’t
discount the possibility that he
could go on to surpass Lian Ai
Huan’s record of 9 Club Championship successes.
As for Michelle, her third Ladies
Club Championship success may
well be the most satisfying of all.
Last year while visiting the Unit-

ed States, Michelle fell awkwardly and suffered a badly broken
left arm. By her own admission,
it’s been a long and frustrating
recovery that has severely restricted the amount of golf she
has played.

Many thanks to
Laguna National
for hosting this
year’s exciting
Singapore
National Amateur
Championship
… and to the
greenkeeping staff
for preparing the
Masters Course
in pristine
conditions through
the week.
Jerome Ng, SGA
General Manager
In the circumstances, her effort
was as much a triumph of guts
and courage as it was of skill – an
inspirational example for anyone
whose golf game has been affected by injury.
As well as Sean and Michelle,
honourable mentions go out to
Poh Yee Tiong and Law Khim
Huat who topped the standings
in the Intermediate Championship and Novice Cup respectively.
Although poor weather played
havoc with the first weekend of
the Club Championship resulting

in its reduction from 54 holes to
36, there was unanimous praise
for Mark Isley, Laguna National’s
Director of Agronomy, and his
team at the conditioning of both
the Classic and Masters courses.
Those plaudits were echoed by
Jerome Ng, General Manager at
the Singapore Golf Association
(SGA). Following the successful
staging of the 19th Singapore
National Amateur Championship
over the Masters Course, he said:
“Many thanks to Laguna National for hosting this year’s exciting
championship and to the greenkeeping staff for preparing the
Masters Course in pristine conditions through the week.”
As many of you will now be
aware, the SGA has reviewed and
finalised the rating of the Classic
Course. Few will be surprised to
learn that it remains the most difficult golf course in Singapore.
Before your next round there,
you might like to consider
brushing up on your swing at
Laguna National’s recentlyopened Teaching and Practice
Facility under the watchful
eye of Leadbetter Golf Academy Director Stephen Moriarty
and instructors Allen Kelly and
Shinji Fukushima.

Festive Greetings
to all our
Members
7

CLUB
‘Golf clubs must look at ways of utilising any spare land in
ways that can complement their existing business. If done
sympathetically, the existing golf facility and food and
beverage operation will benefit and thrive.’
Anonymous

A picturesque view from behind the green at the par-four sixth hole on Laguna National’s Classic Course.
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Sean Sets Brisk Pace
Inclement weather may have cast a dark cloud over the opening
weekend of Laguna National’s 2018 Club Championship. But there was
no denying the superiority of a teenage titan who left his rivals flailing
distantly in his wake.

A

t the age of 14, Sean Lee
may not be legally old
enough to fill the Laguna National Club Championship trophy with alcohol. Nor is he able
to take advantage of the perk of
a prime parking space that goes
to the Club Championship winner each year.
Yet, the Anglo-Chinese School
(Independent) pupil is quickly
becoming accustomed to living
life in the fast lane.
As well as excelling in his studies, the talented teenager has
been an ever-more frequent
presence at the top of golfing
leaderboards in 2018.
With a succession of outstanding
displays, he has been propelled
into the limelight, confirming
his status as an important and
rapidly-improving member of
the Singapore Golf Association
(SGA) Development Squad.

perious display of front-running
from Lewis Hamilton, not dissimilar to the manner in which
he became Laguna National’s
youngest Club champion.

With my
length off the tee,
I definitely had an
advantage on the
Classic Course.
Sean Lee
Meanwhile, many were echoing
the sentiments expressed by
David Rae after his 38th-hole
win over Lee in Laguna National’s Match Play Championship final last October. “Sean
is a fantastic talent – one of
the best 14-year-olds I’ve seen
play golf,” said Rae, after being
consistently outdriven by upto
70 yards by a player more than
40 years his junior.

Indeed, the chorus of praise
surrounding Lee’s prospects
will grow even louder in the
wake of his crowning as Laguna National’s Club champion
for 2018 on the third weekend
in September.

Since then, Lee’s game has
flourished, the result of countless hours at the range and putting green, as well as a considerable amount of gym work and
endurance swimming.

Lee was planning to celebrate
his success by attending the Singapore Grand Prix with friends
where he would watch an im-

“I feel my game is getting
better and stronger,” said
Lee, who averages close to
300 yards with his driver and

has the ability to overpower
courses, as he illustrated with
a brilliant closing, bogey-free,
seven-under-par 65 at the National Service Resort & Country Club’s Kranji Sanctuary Golf
Course to finish 15 strokes in
front of his closest challengers
in the Boys’ Under-16 Division
of the Faldo Series Singapore
Championship in August.
Shortly prior to that, Lee had
joined forces with fellow national squad player Andre Chong
to take top honours in the Himbara World Junior Golf Championships, an event formerly
known as the Ciputra World
Junior Golf Championships.
No wonder that he set out as
favourite at the start of Laguna
National’s 54-hole Club Championship with the first and third
rounds scheduled for the Masters Course and the second
round on the Classic Course.
With the cancellation of the
opening round due to heavy
rain and lightning activity, the
event was reduced to 36 holes.
Further delays and disruptions
on day 2 threw many competitors out of their stride on the
Classic Course.
Displaying a combination of
power and class, Lee was a
glowing exception. Playing

from the Black Tees, a handful of accomplished singlefigure handicappers were literally blown off course, failing
to break 90. But Lee held firm,
relishing the challenge.
He was the only player not to
record anything worse than a
bogey, his length and strength
proving key.
He was also the only player to
break 80 and make birdie at the
par-4 18th, holing from 25 feet
after a solid 5-iron approach.
That meant he signed for a
three-over 75, 7 strokes ahead
of second-placed Prasad Gopalan with Matthew Pollard, Augustin Hwee and 4-time Club
champion Bryan Lim a further
shot back in joint third.
“With my length off the tee,
I definitely had an advantage
on the Classic Course,” said
Lee, playing with a handicap
index of +0.1, but determined
to better the +1.9 handicap he
held in July.

16 holes in 3-under-par, signing
for an even-par 72.
“The courses were in fantastic condition – as good as any
in Singapore,” said Lee, whose
36-hole aggregate of 147 was
12 shots clear of Lim with Dustin
Wilburn, the 2007 champion, a
distant third on 166.
Yet Lee was quick to acknowledge that his golfing journey
is just beginning. “I have much
more to learn about the way to
play different shots and how
to manage myself on a golf
course,” said Lee, whose next
significant goal is to qualify for
the 2019 Asia-Pacific Amateur
Championship, the winner of
which is invited to participate
in the following year’s Masters
Tournament and British Open
Championship.

Describing his father as his
‘foundation’, Lee is starting to
look a little further ahead, admitting to dreams of following
in the footsteps of his golfing
hero Tiger Woods by attending Stanford University and progressing to the PGA Tour.
“There is a mentality among
some that Singaporeans cannot
achieve that. But I believe it can
be done,” said Lee.
LEADING SCORES
Club Championship
147 – Sean Lee 75-72
159 – Bryan Lim 83-76
166 – Dustin Wilburn 85-81
167 – Jonathan Woodward 85-82
167 – Matthew Pollard 83-84
170 – Prasad Gopalan 82-88
171 – Joe Lai Chee Weng 89-82
171 – Cheang Kai Siong 84-87

Reconvening at the Masters
Course the following Saturday
(September 15), Lee’s place
at the top of the leaderboard
never came under serious
threat, even if he made a sluggish start.
“I was a little bit nervous and a
little stiff,” said Lee, who made
bogey at the first and then a
double-bogey 7 at the second
where he uncharacteristically
blocked his wedge approach
from 100 yards into the lake.
That rare error served as a wakeup call. He did not drop another
shot and covered the remaining

Sean Lee unleashes a booming drive en route to winning Laguna National's
Club Championship.
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Back With A Bang!
With her triumph in Laguna National’s 2018 Ladies Club
Championship, Michelle Bang Mi-kyung banished more than a year of
pain and adversity from her mind.

M

ichelle Bang Mi-kyung
had endured many demoralising moments since breaking
her left arm during a trip to the
United States last year.

That proved to be 8 strokes
better than her back 9, which included a pair of double-bogeys
and triple-bogeys at the short
11th and long 14th.

So bad was the fracture which
she suffered from a nasty fall
that there were times, Bang
admits, when she wondered
whether she’d be able to play
golf again.

With Wendy Lim Hwee Ching
and Edina Szalkai, last year’s
runner-up, among 7 players
within 6 strokes of her lead,
Bang was not able to take her
foot off the pedal.

“It’s been very frustrating,”
said Korean-born Bang of her
slow recuperation.

However, with no major
alarms, Bang stood firm, carding an 8-over 80 on the Masters Course to seal a 5-stroke
success from Lim.

Although she still bears the
scars, the mother-of-2, who is
nearing 20 years in Singapore,
felt sufficiently confident with
her health and the shape of
her game to enter Laguna National’s premier Club event,
which she had been forced to
miss last year.

With her victory, Bang becomes
only the fourth player to win
the Ladies Club Championship
on at least 3 occasions, having
previously captured the title in
2013 and 2015.

She joins Dr Janice Khoo (1996,
2002, 2003) as a 3-time winner
and will now set her sights on
emulating Betty Loy Yoke Ping
(1998, 1999, 2000, 2001) and
Christabel Goh (2004, 2005,
2007, 2008), both of whom enjoyed 4 successes.
As well as the Club Championship (handicap index 9.9 and
better) and Ladies Club Championship (0 to 24.4), 2 other
categories were contested –
Intermediate
Championship
(10 to 16.9) and Novice Cup
(17 to 26.4).
In the Intermediate Championship, Poh Yee Tiong emerged
triumphant with a total of 169.
Thanks to an 84 on the Classic Course, Poh (handicap index
11.3) took control of his destiny,
opening a 7-stroke cushion head-

“I’m just pleased to be playing again,” said Bang, who
opened up a 3-stroke lead
following an 88 on the Classic
Course, the only sub-90 round
among the women.
Nonetheless, it was a topsyturvy round for the 6.7 handicap index player, who started
with back-to-back double-bogeys but then covered the final
6 holes of the front 9 in 1-under to turn in 40.

ing into the final round. Although
all of those in the chasing pack
bettered their scores from the
Classic Course, Poh was able to
stroll home with a stress-free 85.
Meanwhile, the Novice Cup
turned into a 2-horse race between Law Khim Huat (handicap index 17) and Clinton Ang
Kim Tuan.
Ahead by 1 following a steady
87 on the Classic Course, Law
kept his nose in front throughout the final round, in spite of a
quadruple-bogey 9 at the long
11th. To his credit, he parred
the next 3 holes to steady

his nerves down the closing
stretch, which he negotiated
without any major dramas.
Mark Bates, Laguna National’s
Director of Golf, said: “Congratulations to the winners of
all 4 categories.

LEADING SCORES
Ladies Championship
(Handicap Index 0 to 24.4)
168 – Michelle Bang Mi-kyung 88-80
173 – Wendy Lim Hwee Ching 91-82
176 – Shirley Tan Lee Boon 92-84
179 – Park Eun-kyung 93-86
180 – Ho Sim Sim 91-89
Intermediate Championship
(Handicap Index 10 to 16.9)
169 – Poh Yee Tiong 84-85
176 – Sumit Mahendra 93-83
179 – Amos Ho Hin Wai 92-87
187 – Yeo Teck Seng 98-89
191 – Steve Eastman 97-94
191 – Andrew Kemp 95-96
Novice Cup
(Handicap Index 17 to 26.4)
176 – Law Khim Huat 87-89
180 – Clinton Ang Kim Tuan 88-92
193 – Ong Qi Heng 99-94
193 – Tay Kam Kiang 94-99
194 – Jujhar Singh 96-98

Michelle Bang receives the Ladies Club Championship trophy from Yeany Tan, Manager
of Golf Operations and Member Services.

With her victory,
Bang becomes only
the fourth player to
win the Ladies
Club Championship
on at least
three occasions.

Michelle Bang follows the flight of her drive.

“Congratulations also to all of
the participants who endured
a test of patience on the first
2 days. It was not easy out
there – especially on the Classic Course. But now that we
have two fantastic golf courses it’s important that we use
them both in the Club Championship when we determine
our best players.
“Although it’s a competitive
event, we are mindful that the
Club Championship should
also be focused on fun and
camaraderie … and a celebration of our golfing champions
at all skill levels.”

13

14

Club

Club

Singapore’s Toughest Test!
The rating of the Classic Course has been completed,
reviewed and finalised by the Singapore Golf Association,
confirming the layout’s standing as a true test for the best.

I

t’s official! Laguna National
Golf & Country Club’s Classic
Course remains the most difficult golf course in Singapore.
The process of rating the
course may have taken more
time than expected due to the
complex nature of the evaluation and calculations, but the

results confirmed the fact that
there are few tougher tests of
golf in Asia.
From the ‘championship’ Black
tees, the course measures a
daunting 7,471 yards and has
been designated a Course Rating of 76.9 and a Slope Rating
of 155, placing it among an

elite list of the most demanding golf venues on the planet.
Consider that the slope rating
for a golf course of average difficulty is 113.
Few will disagree with the decision to rate the par-4 12th
hole as the most difficult hole
on the course, followed by the

par-5 third, the par-4 18th and
the par-4 second.
Meanwhile, 3 of the par-3 holes
have been designated as being
among the 4 ‘easiest’ holes on
the course – the exception being the island green 17th which
is rated as the 13th most difficult hole.
Listed as stoke index 18, the
seventh is deemed to be the
least difficult hole on the
course while the short par4 15th is the second easiest.
Then comes the fourth (stroke
index 16) and the 11th (15).
Reflecting on the Singapore
Golf Association’s (SGA) findings, Mark Bates, Laguna National’s Director of Golf, said:
“We are very proud to say
that the Classic is still rated as
the most difficult golf course
in Singapore … and perhaps
the entire region. At the same
time, we have also achieved
a golf course that is fair and
playable for golfers of all levels. That’s a truly formidable
achievement.
“We thank Laguna National
Members for their patience as
we worked through this rating
process with the SGA. We hope
you will all now enjoy working
on improving your handicaps
on the Classic Course!”
With effect from August 14,
the course rating went live on
Singapore’s Central Handicap-

The approach to the daunting par-4 12th hole, rated as the most difficult hole on the Classic Course.

The USGA
Course Rating
System is the
standard upon
which the USGA
Handicap System is
built. It affects
all golfers in
the calculationof
a Handicap
Index.
ping System (CHS). From that
date, all rounds registered
on the Classic Course require
score submissions for handicap purposes.
Coinciding with the SGA’s completion of the rating, Laguna
National announced two unique
features for the Classic Course:
• Blue/White Hybrid Tees
• Junior Rated Tees
BLUE/WHITE HYBRID TEES
This is a properly rated version
of the golf course that is made
from playing selected holes
from the Blue tees and selected holes from the White tees.
At 6,682 yards, the Blue/White
Hybrid Tees effectively make
the golf course shorter than
the standard Blue tees (7,015
yards) and also narrows the
distance gap between the
front 9 (3,276 yards) and the
back 9 (3,404 yards).

“For golfers who are looking
for a course that is more challenging than the White tees
(6,411 yards), but aren’t proficient enough to play from the
Blue tees, this option will be a
perfect solution,” said Bates.
To play the Blue/White Hybrid
Tee, simply tee off from the
tee colour reflected on the
scorecard for each hole and
submit your score by selecting
the Blue/White Hybrid option
on the CHS.
JUNIOR TEES
“Coinciding with Laguna National’s mission to make the
Classic Course the strongest
test in golf, while still ensuring
it’s a fair and enjoyable course
for golfers of all abilities, we
felt it important also to make
the course playable for the
next generation of golfers,”
added Bates.
Hence, Members will now notice Green tees on the golf
course. These are the most forward tees available, measuring
4,878 yards.
“Now, junior golfers who
would normally not be able
to score well enough from the
Red (girls) tees or White (boys)
tees to obtain a handicap will
be able to navigate the Classic
at a length and difficulty level
better suited to them.”
In the wake of the release of
the Classic Course rating,
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The slope rating of a particular
course is a number between 55
(very easy) and 155 (extremely
difficult) that describes the relative difficulty of a course for
a bogey golfer compared to a
scratch golfer.

To ensure the Classic Course is playable for juniors, green tees have been added.

many have asked how exactly
a golf course is rated – and
why it is so important.
Well, the USGA Course Rating
System is the standard upon
which the USGA Handicap System is built. It affects all golfers
in the calculation of a Handicap Index. Players ‘play to their
handicaps’ when their nett
scores (gross score minus handicap strokes) equal the USGA
Course Rating.
The USGA Course Rating System takes into account factors
that affect the playing difficulty
of a golf course.
Course rating teams from authorised golf associations (in
Laguna National’s case the
SGA) carry out the on-course
portion of the rating process.
Authorised golf associations
review the work of the teams
and then issue ratings.
In its description of course
rating, the USGA says: “Accuracy and consistency are
the keys to effective course
rating. A course must first
be accurately measured. The
measured yardage must then
be corrected for the effective

These 2 numbers are used to
calculate a player’s handicap
differential, which is used to adjust a player’s score about par
according to the slope and rating of the course.

playing length. These effective playing length corrections are roll, elevation, dogleg/forced lay-up, prevailing
wind, and altitude. Obstacles
that affect playing difficulty
must then be evaluated in
accordance with established
standards. These standards
increase objectivity in course
rating.”

In short, the USGA slope rating of a golf course is a mark
that describes the measure of
difficulty for a bogey golfer
relative to a scratch golfer at
a specific set of tees. It describes the fact that when
playing on a more difficult
course, the scores of higherhandicapped players will rise
more quickly than those of
lower handicapped golfers.

We are very
proud to say that
the Classic is still
rated as the most
difficult golf course
in Singapore … and
perhaps the
entire region.

The slope rating of a set of tees
predicts the straight-line rise in
anticipated score versus USGA
course handicap.

Mark Bates
In simple terms, each USGArated golf course is described
by 2 numbers – course rating
and slope rating.
The course rating of a particular course is a number generally between 67 and 77 that is
used to measure the average
‘good score’ by a scratch golfer on that course.

A slope rating is calculated
from the difference in a bogey
course rating and a scratch
course rating, more commonly
known as the course rating.
This difference is multiplied by
5.381 to get a men’s slope rating or 4.240 to get a women’s
slope rating.
Course ratings (bogey and
scratch) are determined by
course raters, who measure
and record more than 460
numbers on a course rating
form for each set of tees. “We
thank the SGA and the course
raters for all their efforts,”
said Bates.
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Tournament Preparations
With the staging of the Singapore National Amateur
Championship followed by Laguna National’s Club
Championship, it’s been a hectic period for our greenkeeping
team. Mark Isley, Laguna National’s Director of Agronomy
and Project Manager, reveals the intense planning and
preparations that go into making a course ‘tournament ready’.

A

fter the first round of the
Singapore National Amateur Championship, I was asked
how we had managed to increase the green speed on the
Masters Course from 9 to 11 on
the Stimpmeter within 48 hours.
It was among several compliments we received for the way
in which the course was conditioned and presented.
Our goal at Laguna National
is always to have the courses
maintained as close to ‘tournament ready’ conditions as possible. That way, when an event
nears we are not overwhelmed
with trying to ramp up to tournament conditions too fast,
which can put a lot of stress on
the turf, equipment, budgets
and manpower.
There are many factors to consider in preparing a golf course
for tournament play, especially
the putting surfaces.
The analogy I like to use is
as follows. If you’re running a

marathon, you wouldn’t just
jump out of bed one morning
and begin the race. Without
having properly trained and
conditioned your body in advance, odds are you’d cause
serious harm and injury to
your body.
So it is with golf course greens.
If we went from a speed of 9 to
11 in 2 days without them being
conditioned they would not be
able to cope.
I usually start to ramp up my
programmes a minimum of
2 weeks before the opening
round of a tournament (unless
it’s a professional event, which
requires more time to prepare).
My main considerations are:
• Turf health prior to a tournament is of paramount importance. We must understand
if the greens are healthy or if
they’re struggling from any of
the following symptoms –
a. disease

The fourth green on the Masters Course in immaculate condition ahead of the final
round of the Club Championship.

b. insect infestation
c. nutrient imbalance
d. dry, wet or shady conditions
Although these are among the
main factors, there are other
considerations that determine
how aggressive we can be with
our programmes, which will influence the green speeds come
tournament time.
• Weather conditions play a
significant role and often dictate what we can and cannot do.
For example, if it’s been rainy
and overcast prior to a tournament, we would not be as aggressive with the programmes
on the greens and may have
to settle for a green speed of
10 rather than 11. Smooth and
consistent greens are far better
than greens at 11 that are on the
verge of dying.
As we generally receive plenty
of advance notice ahead of
a tournament, heavy maintenance practices on the greens,
such as hollow tine coring and
deep verti-cutting, will be carried out a month or so prior.
This is done well in advance to
ensure a sufficient amount of
time for the greens to heal back
to smooth, true and consistent
ball roll conditions.

Once we have determined that
the greens are healthy and
weather conditions are looking favourable, we will proceed
with the following agronomic
practices to achieve tournament condition greens:
(i) Lower the greens height from
3 mm to 2.8 mm (Masters Course).
(ii) Light verti-cut and light topdress the greens with sand 10
days prior to the tournament to
‘true up and smooth the surface
of the greens’ for consistent ball
roll from green to green.
(iii) Start applying extra amounts
of fertilisers that will build plant
cell wall strength, such as potassium, calcium, magnesium,
manganese and silca. These nutrients will ensure that the plant
is strong enough to withstand
the additional mowing, rolling
and shorter cuts of height. We
will apply additional amounts
of iron for colour and light
amounts of nitrogen and phosphorus for growth, but just light
amounts of nitrogen, as we do
not want a flush of turf growth
which could create slow and inconsistent green speeds.
(iv) Apply preventative fungicides to avoid an outbreak of
a disease.
(v) Apply a plant growth regulator. This slows down the growth
of the turf so that the greens can
stay consistent throughout the
day. If we did not apply this, the
turf would grow during the day
after mowing in the morning,
which creates slower greens for
the afternoon players.
(vi) Roughly 3-4 days prior to
the tournament, we begin to

The 18th hole on the Masters Course in all its glory.

double cut the greens daily
and roll them once or twice after mowing.

4. All trees are trimmed and
overhanging branches that could
block shots will be trimmed.

(vii) 1-2 days prior to the start
of the tournament, we will
double cut the greens in the
morning and single cut them
in the late afternoon followed
by a single roll.

5. Cart paths are edged.

(viii) Tournament day (depending on the green speed) we
will double cut the greens
followed by either a single or
double roll.
(ix) Depending on weather
conditions, we will start to reduce the amount of irrigation
water on the greens several
days prior to the tournament in
order to keep the greens firm
and the surrounding areas as
dry as possible.
Not only is it the greens that
receive additional care and attention prior to a tournament.
Other areas of the golf course
require attention as well.
These include:
1. Green surrounds, aprons
and approaches, tee boxes and
fairways receive additional light
sand top-dressing, light verticutting, additional fertilisers
and double mowing.
2. All bunkers are ‘edged’
and inspected for proper sand
depth to avoid sand being too
thin or too thick.
3. Roughs are maintained at a
higher cut of height.

6. Lake edges trimmed up.
7. Equipment is inspected and
adjusted so that breakdowns
are minimised as much as possible. Known spare parts that
tend to fail are kept in stock so
they can be replaced quickly to
avoid unnecessary down time
of equipment that could affect
tournament conditions.
8. Key fertilisers and pesticides
are kept in stock just in case
there’s a disease or insect outbreak during the tournament.
9. Staff scheduling is adjusted
for additional work hours and
earlier start times.
10. Fill divots on tees and
fairways and repair ball marks
greens. (Speaking of divots
and ball marks, we kindly remind you to fill your divots and
repair your ball marks. We are
still noticing an unusually high
number of divots not being
filled and ball marks not being
repaired on the greens.)
As you will now appreciate, before any tournament is staged
a tremendous amount of planning and preparation needs to
be undertaken in order to ensure the best possible playing
conditions. It’s hard work and
stressful, but can be satisfying
when everything gels.
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‘Why is it so hard for so many to realise that winners are
usually the ones who work harder, work longer, and as a
result, perform better?’
John Wooden, UCLA Basketball Coach

Sean Lee and Michelle Bang Mi-kyung display the spoils of victory following their Club Championship victories.
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Moriarty’s High Hopes
An experienced British PGA-qualified Professional and Leadbetter
Senior Certified Instructor with a proven track record of
establishing, developing and growing the Leadbetter brand in new
locations, Stephen Moriarty is the man charged with the setting up
and running of the Leadbetter Golf Academy at Laguna National.

T

o say that Stephen Moriarty stands out in a crowd
would be an under-statement.
A down-to-earth individual he
might be, but at 6-foot 7-inches (2 metres) tall, there’s no escaping the Englishman’s towering presence.
Among his other attributes, he
also possesses a friendly manner,
a deep understanding of the golf
swing and an ability to improve a
player’s game – pre-requisites for
someone who devotes his life to
cajoling the absolute best out of
the golfers he coaches.
Whether they’re Tour professionals, low or mid-handicappers or golfing beginners, Moriarty’s philosophy is pleasingly
simple: to see his pupils reach
their true golfing potential.
Furthermore, there are few individuals who have a more intimate understanding of David
Leadbetter’s coaching philosophies than 38-year-old Moriarty.
For more than half of his life, Moriarty has been associated with
the Leadbetter Golf Academy
(LGA) brand – 8 years as a student and 12 years as a coach.
Singapore is the seventh LGA
in which he’s been involved in

Having lived in
Asia for more than
12 years, I’ve gained
an international,
multi-cultural
understanding and
perspective. I’m
excited at starting
a new chapter for
the Leadbetter Golf
Academy at
Laguna National.
Stephen Moriarty
opening, adding to 2 in South
Korea (an indoor academy in
Seoul and a full academy at
Oak Valley), 3 in Indonesia
(Pondok Indah, Royale Jakarta
and Bali National) and 1 in Vietnam (Hanoi).
He started playing golf at an
early age and showed potential at both club and union level, winning numerous scratch
events. During his amateur
years, he was taught at a Leadbetter Academy where he reduced his handicap to +0.3.
“It was that experience which
led me to follow a career in
golf coaching,” said Moriarty,
who gained his full British PGA

certification in 2004, the year
he recorded his lowest score of
9-under-par in a professional
tournament.
As a qualified golf coach he
initially spent time at the Leeds
Golf Centre, home to the first
LGA outside of the United
States. There, he worked under European Tour coach Mark
Pinkett and developed a junior
programme with more than 100
students enrolled.
It was in 2006 that Moriarty
made his move to Asia, taking up a position at the David
Leadbetter Academy based at
Woo Jeong Hills Country Club
in South Korea.
As the Senior Instructor for
Leadbetter
Golf
Academy
Seoul, he worked with touring
professionals from the LPGA,
Korean PGA and Korean LPGA.
He also taught amateurs and
a long list of VIPs, including a
former Korean President and
the Chief Executive Officers of
HSBC, Hansol and BMW.

In Jakarta, he was responsible
for the overall operations of
the 2 academies, including recruiting, training and leading
instructors and general staff;
creating and delivering coaching programmes for juniors,
individuals, corporate clients
and group classes; marketing activities to increase brand
awareness and enhance academy growth … as well as overseeing budgeting, pricing and
cash flow.
In late 2016, Moriarty was promoted to the position of Director, Leadbetter Golf Academies,
Southeast Asia, leading the restructuring of the academies in
Indonesia (Pondok Indah, Royale Jakarta and Bali National
Golf Club) and the Ciputra Club
Hanoi.
Now he is bringing his wideranging expertise to Laguna
National’s newly-opened Leadbetter Golf Academy as Academy Director.
“I’m really looking forward to
this new challenge here in Singapore,” said Moriarty, whose
success has been achieved
through a combination of energetic leadership and continued
personal development.

He said: “My main focus has
been in growing profitable golf
businesses and delivering an
outstanding standard and variety of coaching programmes.
“Having lived in Asia for more
than 12 years, I’ve gained an international, multi-cultural understanding and perspective. I’m
excited at starting a new chapter
with the Leadbetter Golf Academy at Laguna National.”

markets. He brings with him a
wealth of golf knowledge and
a proven ability to improve his
students’ game.
“At Laguna National, Stephen
and his team of professional instructors will be using the stateof-the-art facilities and programmes dedicated to bringing
the best golfer out in you.”

Already, Moriarty is building a
strong and experienced team
to work alongside him with familiar Laguna National faces Allen Kelly and Shinji Fukushima
appointed as the first 2 instructors at the Academy.
“Allen and Shinji have both
been associated with Laguna
National for many years so
we’re delighted to have them
on board,” said Moriarty.
Mark Bates, Laguna National’s Director of Golf,
said: “Coaching in
Korea and Indonesia
for the past 12 years
has given Stephen
a unique learning
experience in 2 of
the world’s biggest growing golf

After 7 years in the Land of the
Morning Calm, Moriarty joined
the LGA team in Indonesia,
opening new locations at Pondok Indah Golf Club and Royale
Jakarta Golf Club.
Stephen Moriarty is heading up the Leadbetter Golf Academy at Laguna National's Teaching and Practice Facility.
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Back to Basics
In the first article of a new instructional series for
Laguna Lifestyle, Stephen Moriarty, Academy Director
at the Leadbetter Golf Academy at Laguna National Golf
& Country Club, explains the importance of sound fundamentals.

I

have been associated with the
Leadbetter brand for more
than 20 years, firstly as a student and then, for the last 13
years, as a coach.
During that time, the coaching
industry has seen the introduction of a variety of teaching
styles. A few have succeeded,
while many have failed.
The LGA brand has stood the
test of time because their coaches all try to deliver on the importance of having good fundamentals from which to start the
swing … and deliver a repeatable, consistent movement.

As the swing
is a sequential
movement, the
better your basics
are the more
consistent, efficient
and powerful it
will become.
As a student at Leadbetter
academies I quickly realised
that the coaches were trying to
improve the chain reaction of
events within the swing and that
my swing was only as strong as
its weakest part.

As the swing is a sequential
movement, the better your basics are the more consistent,
efficient and powerful it will
become. So, what are good
basics? Essentially, we are
looking at grip, posture, position of the arms, alignment
and ball position.
Coaches and golfers can be
very quick to make grip changes without looking at the bigger picture. A faulty grip can
often be the cause of an incorrect position of your upper body and poor position of
your arms.

Picture 3

Picture 4

Below is an example of how
a bad grip is formed by the
upper body being incorrectly
aligned.

•

Hands clapped together:
simple drill to understand
where your upper body
should start (Picture 3).

Notice how the mis-alignment
of the upper body causes the
right arm to be higher at address. This causes the hands to
be placed in a weak position.

•

Set up – how it should look
(Picture 4).

The knock-on effect is that the
golfer will now need to make
swing compensations to try
and prevent the ball going
right. The resulting slice is often seen as the main problem.
However, the slice stems all
the way back to address and
can be improved here.

Picture 1

Picture 2

•

Spine position: incorrectly
tilted toward the target
(Picture 1).

•

Right arm higher than left:
common with golfers who
slice (Picture 2).

In 2007, I had my first opportunity to visit Champions Gate
and shadow David Leadbetter
and some of his Senior Instructors for a week.
One of the first lessons I watched
David conduct was a putting lesson with a US Tour player. I’d
seen the player hit putts and was
trying to make a plan in my head
as to what I would do if I was
about to teach him. I’d decided
he needed to alter his stroke as
he was missing left and right and
surely this had to be down to errors with his technique.
I then watched David deliver
one of the simplest, most ef-

fective lessons I’d seen. All
the errors I’d noticed were
discussed, but at no point directly worked on. The change
was made by adjusting the
student’s set-up which had
caused him to mis-align the
putter face at address and was
resulting in the need to make
compensations in his stroke.
As soon as he made this
change in set-up, the alignment of his putter face improved. He no longer needed
to compensate and could trust
his stroke again.
This was one of my first real
lightbulb moments as a coach.
It showed me that great coaches often deliver the simplest
message but are aware of the
bigger picture behind these
changes. The drill given was
one which you may have seen
before. However, understanding the value of it and why it’s
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National Drama!
Drama was in plentiful supply when Laguna National’s Masters Course
hosted the 19th Singapore National Amateur Championship.

S

ince its inauguration 25 years
ago, Laguna National’s Masters Course has earned a reputation for conjuring dramatic tournament finales.

Picture A

Picture B

how far from the ball line the
eyes are.

a must when you are practicing
is the key.
Having your eyes too far over
the ball or too far inside it will
result in poor alignment and the
need to make compensations
within your stroke. Good alignment is the first requirement for
putting consistently.
If your putter face is 1 degree
open or closed at impact from
10 feet you will miss the putt if
it is straight.
*

Picture A shows a typical image of someone standing
too far from the ball. Notice

*

*

The key is to have your eyes
initially over the ball (Picture B). A simple test is to
drop a ball from your eyes
and see if it hits the ball on
the ground. This was the
exercise David delivered to
his student … and an exercise I’ve had hundreds of
students run through.
Picture C shows the correct
position to address the ball.

You can also check this with a
mirror or even by placing your

CURRENT OPERATING HOURS
Monday: 10:00 – 21:00
Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday to Friday: 10:00 – 21:00
Saturday & Sunday: 07:30 – 21:00
Dress Code: Relaxed and Modern

Picture C

phone on the floor in camera
mode. Once you’re in the correct position keep checking and
make sure you’re not drifting
back into bad habits.
In the next article we’ll discuss
further how to improve your
perception of the target and
ensure that your alignment is
consistently correct.
Remember, do the simple things
well and avoid anything that
feels like a compensation. The
more faults you have, the more
compensations you’ll need.

Who can forget Zhang Lianwei’s final-hole birdie to pip
Ernie Els in the 2003 Caltex
Singapore Masters? Or Mardan
Mamat’s tears of joy after getting up and down from thick
rough at the back of the home
green to secure an historic
1-stroke win in the 2006 OSIM
Singapore Masters?
How about John Kernohan’s heroic bogey-free back 9 of 4-under 32 to win the rain-plagued
1996 Singapore Open … or Felipe Aguilar defying all sensible
odds with a 2-2 finish to come
home in 28 shots and snatch victory in the European Tour’s The
Championship at Laguna National in 2014.
Some 4 years on, another chapter in the history of tournament
golf on the Masters Course was
written at the 19th Singapore National Amateur Championship.

Singapore Golf Association
(SGA) Elite Squad member Lucius Toh led the men’s division
on 6-under-par 138, closely
followed by Overseas Squad
member James Leow, currently
studying in the United States.
Also making it through were Singapore’s top-ranking amateur
Gregory Foo and Elite Squad
member Joshua Ho.
Toh’s run was ended by Ho in
the semi-finals, while Leow upset Foo at the 20th hole of a titanic struggle.
Leow served up more drama
in the final, which was reduced
from 36 holes to 27 due to inclement weather. All square
with Ho after 26 holes, Leow
clinched a tense 1-up victory
thanks to a birdie at the last
hole of the contest.
In the Ladies Division, Jen Goh
topped the stroke play standings on even-par 144, ahead of

Development Squad player Hailey Loh (147).
Goh was then eliminated in the
quarter-finals by Linette Chua
Wen Ting, who had finished no
fewer than 17 shots behind the
medallist and was the last of the
8 qualifiers. She went on to book
her final spot with another 1-up
success, this time against Shannon Tan.
In the bottom half of the draw,
Loh comfortably saw off Inez
Ng and Margaret Leyi Fernandez before completing a
memorable week by eking out
a 1-up win against Chua in the
final.
Jerome Ng, the SGA's General
Manager, said: “Many thanks
to Laguna National for hosting
this year’s exciting championship and to the greenkeeping
staff for preparing the Masters
Course in pristine conditions
through the week.”

Following 2 rounds of stroke play
featuring an elite field of 42 (29
men and 13 women), the top16 men and top-8 women progressed to the match play stage.

Hailey Loh and James Leow triumphed over Laguna National's Masters Course. Picture
courtesy SGA.

27

28

People

People

Lee Leaves Rivals Trailing
S

till on a high following his
overseas heroics, Sean Lee
returned to familiar surroundings and swept to victory in Laguna National Golf & Country
Club’s July Medal.
A member of the Singapore
Golf Association’s Development Squad, Lee has soared to
prominence in recent months.
Most notably, he joined forces
with fellow national squad player Andre Chong in June to take
top honours in the Himbara
World Junior Golf Championships, an event formerly known
as the Ciputra World Junior
Golf Championships.
Staged at the Robert Trent
Jones Jnr-designed Damai Indah PIK Course in the Indonesian
capital of Jakarta, Chong and
Lee had the distinction of winning the Overall Boys’ team title.

Back on home soil, Lee continued to enjoy that winning feeling, firing a 78 on the Masters
Course to claim the prize for
the Best Gross score in Men’s
Division ‘A’ (handicap index 9.9
and below).

Back on home
soil, Lee continued to
enjoy that winning
feeling, firing a 78
on the Masters
Course to claim the
prize for the Best
Gross score.
Also enjoying success in the 18hole stroke play event that attracted a field of 62 were Kim
Sheung-cheul and Xavier Tay.
A new member to Laguna National in 2018, Tay was on top

Stars Align for Tay and Cher

form as he compiled an 80 to
win Best Gross in Men’s Division ‘B’ (handicap index 10.0
to 16.9).

S

Meanwhile, Kim, who has represented Laguna National’s
‘B’ team in league action this
year, played 6 under his handicap to lead the way in the Best
Nett category.

For Fred Tay Kam Kiang and
Michelle Cher, Saturday, August 4 proved to be one of
those rare occasions when the
stars aligned perfectly for them.

For good measure, Lee and Tay
also won the respective prizes
for long drive. While Lee struck
a 300-yard tee shot on the sixth
hole, the longest in Division ‘A’,
Tay blasted his drive 280 yards
on the 16th.
Competitors in Men’s Division ‘C’ and the Ladies Division were frustrated by the
elements with heavy rain and
lightning delays preventing
them from completing their
rounds.

ometimes, you can just have
‘one of those days’ when
Lady Luck shines on you and
everything goes right.

Not only did the duo excel on
the course, but also fortune
smiled on them at the postgame prize-giving when their
names were pulled out in the
Lucky Draw.
Producing
an
outstanding
round over the Classic Course,
Tay compiled 40 Stableford
points to post a runaway victory
in Men’s Division ‘C’ (handicap
index between 17.0 and 26.4).
Tay finished no fewer than
7points ahead of second-

JULY MEDAL
LEADING SCORES
Men’s Division A
Best Nett – Matthew Pollard 74
Best Gross – Sean Lee 78

AUGUST MEDAL
LEADING SCORES
Men’s Division A
37 points – Ved Narayan
36 points – Matthew Pollard

Men’s Division B
Best Nett – Kim Sheung-cheul 66
Best Gross – Xavier Tay 80

Men’s Division B
39 points – Michael Tyles
36 points – Sumit Mahendra

Men’s Division C
Best Nett – Shahmir Rasul
Best Gross – Justin Ng

Men’s Division C
40 points – Fred Tay Kam Kiang
33 points – Keith Boone

Ladies Division
Best Nett – Caroline Yeo
Best Gross – Lily Chua

Ladies Division
35 points – Michelle Cher (OCB)
35 points – Esther Oh

*Following course suspension, results
in Men’s Division C and Ladies Division
determined by lucky draw.

Sean Lee (left) and Xavier Tay (right) are congratulated on their July Medal successes by
Lionel Roberts, Laguna National’s Club Manager.

For Fred Tay
Kam Kiang and
Michelle Cher,
Saturday, August 4
proved to be one of
those rare occasions
when the stars
aligned perfectly
for them.
placed Keith Boone, winner of
the category in May.
Cher did not have things quite
so easy in the Ladies Division
where her haul of 35 points was
matched by Esther Oh. However, it was Cher who prevailed on
a countback.
There was consolation for Oh,
who won the prize for Longest
Drive among the ladies at the
13th hole.

Other divisional prize winners
in the 56-strong field were Ved
Narayan and Michael Tyles.
In Men’s Division ‘A’ (handicap index 9.9 and below),
Narayan returned 37 points to
finish one ahead of Matthew
Pollard, Best Nett winner in
the July Medal.
For his part, Tyles was quickly
into his stride in Men’s Division
‘B’ (handicap index 10.0 to
16.9). With a tally of 39 points,
he ended 3 in front for runnerup Sumit Mahendra.
Novelty prize winners among
the men were Aditya Gopalan (Longest Drive, Division
‘A’), Duncan Martin (Nearest
the Pin, Division ‘B’) and Kim
Wittrog (Nearest the Pin, Division ‘C’).

Ladies Division winner Michelle Cher is presented with her prize
by Yeany Tan.
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PRIVILEGE
‘Disciplining yourself to do what you know is right and
important, although difficult, is the high road to pride, selfesteem, and personal satisfaction.’
Margaret Thatcher, former British Prime Minister

Hong Kong’s Discovery Bay Golf Club is blessed with spectacular vistas.
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The Global Game
Be invited into a world of privileged access with your
Laguna National Golfing Membership.

A

s an esteemed Member of Laguna National,
not only do you and your family have privileged
access to our award-winning championship courses
and Club facilities, you are also privy to an exclusive
collection of over 100 prestigious golf properties
around the world.
This quarter, we have added a number of new
reciprocal and affiliate clubs, including RBA Golf
Club in Brunei, Tsu Country Club in Japan and
Foxhills Club & Resort in United Kingdom.
To learn more about the lifestyle and golfing
privileges that you can enjoy under our ‘Affiliate &
Reciprocal Clubs’ programme, please contact Club
Concierge at 6248 1779. You may also preview
the full list of Affiliate & Reciprocal Clubs and
request for your ‘Introduction Card’ on http://www.
lagunanational.com/golf/affiliate-reciprocal-clubs/
PACIFIC LINKS RESERVATION
To make a golf booking at Pacific Links’ network of
clubs, email Pacific Links at plis@pacificlinks.com or
visit www.pacificlinks.com/bookingonline.
Alternatively, email Club Concierge at
clubconcierge@lagunanational.com with your date
of visit, preferred tee time, choice of golf course,
names of players, membership numbers and other
special requests. Club Concierge will connect you
to the destination club via email.

Furry Creek Golf & Country Club
Furry Creek, BC

6248 1779. Club Concierge will contact the
destination club, make the booking and furnish you
with the appropriate Letter of Introduction.
As many of the reciprocal/special access clubs
are well-booked in advance, reservation of tee
time is subject to availability. You are highly
recommended to contact Club Concierge well
ahead of your travel dates so they can assist in
booking the club of your choice or help to suggest
alternatives. Please do not contact overseas clubs
directly as an introduction letter from your home
club is compulsory.

The Links at Brunello
Nova Scotia Canada

CANADA
UNITED KINGDOM

We thank you for your co-operation and hope
to continue making your golfing journey a
memorable one.

GERMANY

Foxhills Club & Resort
Chertsey, United Kingdom
Golf Club Dresden Ullersdorf
Saxonia, Germany

London Golf Club
Nr Brands Hatch, Kent, United Kingdom

RECIPROCAL CLUBS
AFFILIATE CLUBS

JAPAN

RBA Golf Club
Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei

IMG PRESTIGE AND SPECIAL ACCESS
CLUBS RESERVATION
To make a booking at IMG Prestige or Special
Access Clubs, write to Club Concierge at
clubconcierge@lagunanational.com or call

NEW
ZEALAND
Wainui Golf Club
Auckland, New Zealand

Tsu Country Club
Mie-Ken, Japan

BRUNEI

Manawatu Golf Club
Manawatu, New Zealand
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Voyage of Discovery
Firmly established as one of Southeast Asia’s premier golfing
venues, Hong Kong’s Discovery Bay Golf Club is a
perennial favourite among Laguna National Members
visiting the former British colony.

The severe and mountainous terrain surrounding the course calls
for accuracy and confidence.
Beginning with a daunting par4, the Diamond Course is generally considered to be the toughest of the layouts, featuring
dramatic elevation changes and
quick, undulating greens.
The Ruby Course is a little more
forgiving from the tee and offers
some breathtaking views from
its higher reaches.
Meanwhile, the Jade Course
is home to a number of sharp
dog-leg holes and features
more water hazards than the
Diamond and Ruby courses.
Discovery Bay Golf Club possesses spectacular scenery 230
metres above sea-level with
panoramic views of Victoria Harbour, Sunset Peak and the South
China Sea.

Views from the Ruby Course at Discovery Bay Golf Club will take the breath away.

D

iscovery Bay Golf Club is
situated on a mountain
above the upscale community of
Discovery Bay on Lantau Island,
one of Hong Kong’s many outlying islands.
Conveniently located within 25
minutes of the Central financial
district, 10 minutes from Hong
Kong Disneyland and 20 minutes from Hong Kong International Airport, Discovery Bay
Golf Club offers a unique golfing
experience within easy reach of
the city.
Along with Malaysia’s TPC Kuala
Lumpur, it is the reciprocal club
that is most popular among Laguna National Members.

“Whether they’re in Hong
Kong on business or holiday,
many of our Members take the
time for a round at Discovery
Bay,” said Mark Bates, Laguna
National’s Director of Golf. “It
really is a spectacular setting
for a golf course.”
Louise Lam, recently-appointed General Manager at Discovery Bay Golf Club, said the
tie-up with Laguna National is
strongly valued.
“We very much look forward
to strengthening the ties between the two clubs in the
years ahead,” said Lam, who
originates from Malaysia and
who previously held senior po-

sitions in China at Long Island
Golf & Country Club (Dongguan), Mission Hills Golf Club
(Shenzhen), The 27 Club (Tianjin) and Warner International
Golf Club (Tianjin).
Opened in 1983, Discovery
Bay Golf Club offers 3 interesting and testing 9-hole layouts
– the Diamond, Jade and Ruby.
The original 18-hole course,
designed by Robert Trent
Jones Jr, is both spectacular
and difficult, offering a challenge to golfers of all skill levels. An additional 9 holes was
constructed and opened for
play in June, 1992.
The third hole on the Diamond Course.

Sitting on the verandah with an
after-golf drink and watching
the sun go behind Sunset Peak
is an especially pleasurable experience.
Since its inauguration, Discovery
Bay Golf Club has always prided
itself on its wide-ranging facilities and high level of service.
The clubhouse consists of a
2-tiered men’s changing room,
deluxe private function room
and pro-shop, while a driving range and swimming pool
are available for members and
guests.
As well as a Spike Bar and Eagle’s Nest Bar, dining options
include the Golfer’s Terrace,
an outdoor verandah featuring casual seating overlooking manicured lawns and hills,
Cham Heen, the club’s Chinese
restaurant, offering a full range
of a la carte menu and special-

ties together with a selection
of Asian and international dishes, and the Skylight Patio, a
covered alfresco environment,
providing an outdoor seating
area with protection from direct sunshine and inclement
weather. All the club’s cuisines
are served here.
Quietly nestled away in the
clubhouse interior are 2 private
Mahjong/Card Rooms that are
utilised on the not so favourable days for golf. Privacy is
paramount and an in-house
phone is provided for requesting exclusive service to be delivered from the club’s restaurant menus.
At Discovery Bay Golf Club,
tennis enthusiasts are well catered to. There are 3 standardsized hard courts attached next
to the clubhouse building. As
there are no floodlights, availability is from 7 am until dusk
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People

every day. Make sure to bring
along your own rackets and
non-marking shoes as the club
does not have these for rental.
There are also 17 guest rooms
on the first floor of the clubhouse. They are equipped with
standard facilities and supplies.
Two of these are built in Japanese style, with Tatami and Futons provided to take care of
families of between 4 and 6 that
are staying together.
Further accommodation options are available at the nearby
Auberge Discovery Bay Hong
Kong, comprising 325 rooms
and suites and surrounded by
ocean views, greenery and natural beauty.
Auberge Discovery Bay Hong
Kong is a subsidiary of HKR International Limited (HKRI), also
owners of Discovery Bay Golf

‘Whether
they’re in Hong
Kong on business
or holiday, many
of our Members
take the time
for a round at
Discovery Bay. It
really is
a spectacular
setting for a
golf course.
Mark Bates
Club. HKRI is a Hong Kong
listed company with diversified
interests in real estate development and investment, property
management, luxury hotels and
serviced apartments, property
related manufacturing, healthcare services and other invest-

Golf Fixtures 2018

ments in Hong Kong, mainland
China and across Asia.
Another appeal of Discovery
Bay Golf Club is its close proximity to Hong Kong Disneyland,
Ngong Ping 360 Cable Car and
the Big Buddha and Po Lin
Monastery.
Sitting 34 metres high, the majestic Tian Tan Buddha statue
(or Big Buddha) attracts devotees from all over the world.
Opposite, the historic Po Lin
Monastery is one of Hong
Kong’s most important Buddhist sanctuaries and includes
a scenic garden.
If time permits away from the
golf course, make a trip to Peng
Chau. Dotted with centuriesold buildings, tropical greenery
and winding paths, Peng Chau
Island features rich marine life
and intriguing rock formations.

AT A GLANCE
Name: Discovery Bay Golf Club
Courses: Diamond (par-36), Jade (par-35), Ruby (par-36)
Club Address: Valley Road, Discovery Bay, Lantau Island, Hong Kong
Contact: +852 2987-7273 (general office); +852 2987-3750 (pro-shop)
Website: www.dbgc.hk
LAGUNA MEMBER BENEFITS
Laguna Member Benefits: Only buggy fee required. Members can play on weekdays and at weekends
and public holidays. However, Members cannot bring guests on weekends or public holidays.

October to December
6 Oct

AM

Sat

October Medal cum Men’s Club Match Play Championship &
Ladies Club Match Play Championship – QF Round
*Reschedule date if rained out.

Masters

7 Oct

AM

Sun

Men’s Club Match Play Championship – 1st Round
Ladies Club Match Play Championship – 1st Round

Classic

13 Oct

AM

Sat

Men’s Club Match Play Championship – 2nd Round
Ladies Club Match Play Championship – 2nd Round

Classic

14 Oct

AM

Sun

Men’s Club Match Play Championship – 3rd Round & 4th Round
Ladies Club Match Play Championship – 3rd Round

Classic

25 Oct

AM

Thu

Ladies Meet Up

Classic

29 – 31 Oct

CGC

3 Nov

AM

Sat

November Medal

6 Nov

-

Tue

Public Holiday Deepavali

13 Nov

PM

Tue

SGA Junior Golf Challenge – Laguna National Series

Masters

15 Nov

AM

Thu

Ladies Meet Up

Masters

20 – 22 Nov
1 Dec

Tue - Thu
AM

3 – 6 Dec
9 Dec
10 – 12 Dec
25 Dec

The Jade Course provides a challenging test.

Mon - Wed National Ranking Game 2018 – 4th Leg

Sat
Mon - Thu

PM

Sun

National Ranking Game 2018 – 5th Leg
Gold Medal
SICC/DBS Junior Invitational Golf Championship
Year-End Golf Day

Mon - Wed HSBC Youth Golf Challenge 2018 – 2nd Leg
Tue

Public Holiday Christmas Day

Classic
-

OCC
Classic
SICC
Masters
WGCC
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Create Quality
Practice Sessions
With the opening of Laguna National’s Teaching and Practice Facility,
now’s the time to start creating quality practice sessions by changing
your mental approach. So says sports psychologist Dr Jay-Lee Nair.

M

ost amateur golfers believe
they need to hit hundreds
of balls on the range if they’re to
take their game to the next level.

While it’s true
that you need
to practice
a considerable
amount to improve,
beating balls won’t
help you achieve
your ultimate goals
on the course.

While it’s true that you need to
practice a considerable amount
to improve, beating balls won’t
help you achieve your ultimate
goals on the course.
In this article, I will share insights
into elite training methods and
strategies that help to make the
best use of your precious time
on the practice range.

these steps to revolutionise your
practice habits.

Even if you’re not at the elite
level of play, should you have
aspirations to take your game
to new heights, then follow

First of all assess your current
mental focus toward practice
by answering the following
questions:

Make the most of your precious time at the driving range.

1
2

Do you find that your
focus is drawn to technical work and corrections in all areas of your game?
For most practice sessions, is your key mental approach to ‘focus
well’ or ‘stay focused’ as best as
possible?

3

Would you use the
words ‘around’ or ‘approximately’ to describe the number of balls you
hit or number of shots you create in all areas of your game during training?

4
5

Do you expect to hit
hundreds of balls every
time you practice in order to improve your game?

If your coach asks how
your practice was today, do you typically
respond with ‘OK’ to describe
your experience?
If you answered YES to these
questions, then you are likely
practicing with a singular focus
on improving your swing or
technique most of the time.
This goal focus is useful from
time to time when you’re working on a specific correction with

your coach. But it doesn’t help
you simulate the type of focus
you need for scoring on the
golf course. There are multiple
types of goals and focus you can
adapt into your practice habits.
There are different types of
practice.
BLOCK PRACTICE
GOAL> To integrate technical corrections into your swing.
Training new muscle memory.
FOCUS> Many balls to 1 target.
You should not be concerned
with how well you strike the ball
to the target. Block practice is
performed to become familiar
with the technical correction
and train the mind and body
connection.
NUMBER OF BALLS> At least
100-300.
TIME INVESTMENT> Highest.
TARGET PRACTICE
GOAL> To simulate on-course
habits. Competition preparation.
FOCUS> Few balls to 1 target
(maximum 10 shots to 1 target).
Change target and club selection often. You should not be
focused on technique corrections. Completing a full preshot routine for every shot enhances this form of practice.
NUMBER OF BALLS> 100-150.
TIME INVESTMENT> Lowest.

EXAMPLE DRILL> 9 holes on
the range
Whilst on the range, first
imagine each shot you will
play on a particular hole. Play
first your tee shot, then your
approach shot to the green with
an appropriate club. Repeat the
process for 9 holes. This is an
excellent way to visualise and
rehearse your shot execution
for your next golf round.

Beating balls at the range won’t help you achieve
your ultimate goals on the course.

Elite players will implement
TARGET PRACTICE at least
1 month before going into a
tournament and generally try
to keep BLOCK PRACTICE
for swing corrections many
months prior to a major event.
BLOCK PRACTICE is the form
of training we like to perform
the most; this is because it
can be hypnotic, getting into
a rhythm of mindlessly raking a ball onto your matt and
launching it into the range.
TARGET PRACTICE on the
other hand, does require more
discipline, focus and breaks in
momentum, but the transference of skill from the range to
the course is the greatest.

• Track how many shots out
of 10 finish within a 10-metre
radius around your target. This
will help you track your accuracy
over time.

TIPS AND TRICKS FROM
ELITE PRACTICE:
• Elite players track every ball
they hit in a practice session.
This includes the distances,
clubs selected, and total number of balls hit. Do you know
how many balls on average you
hit in a practice session?

Keep these different types of
practice in mind next time you
visit the beautiful new driving
range at Laguna National.
Implementing a balance of
both types of training will
ultimately help you utilise your
practice time more effectively
and improve your scoring
ability faster.

• Laguna National Tour Professional Scott Barr uses a metronome in his block practice to
help keep the perfect rhythm in
his swing.
• Elite players practice their
‘pre-shot routines’ on the range,
not just their shot execution.
• Elite players allocate 2 to
3 times more practice on putting than any other area of their
game.

Visit Dr Jay-Lee Nair to learn how to shape your performance process at the
Singapore Sports Medicine Centre.
LOCATION 10 Sinaran Drive Novena Medical Center, #08-07 to 11, #08-32 to 33,
Singapore 307506 | TELEPHONE 6737 1000
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Limit on Green-Reading
Materials
Clarifications reaffirm the position that a player’s ability to
read the greens is an essential skill that should be retained,
allowing for traditional yardage books and handwritten
player and caddie notes to be retained.

T

he R&A and the United
States Golf Association
(USGA) are proposing regulations regarding the use of
green-reading materials, reaffirming the need for a player to
read greens based on their own
judgement, skill and ability.
Following a 6-week period of
feedback and consultation with
interested parties that began
on July 31, the regulations will
be finalised in a published ‘interpretation’ of Rule 4.3 (Use
of Equipment) and adopted
on January 1, 2019, when golf’s
new rules take effect.
David Rickman, Executive Director – Governance at The
R&A, said: “We have looked
carefully at the use of these
green-reading materials and
the extremely detailed information they provide and our
view is that they tip the balance too far away from the
essential skill and judgement
required to read subtle slopes
on the greens.
“It is important to be clear, however, that we still regard the use
of yardage books and handwritten notes to be an entirely appropriate part of the game.”

We have looked
carefully at the use of
these green-reading
materials and the
extremely detailed
information they
provide and our view
is that they tip the
balance too far away
from the essential
skill and judgement
required to read
subtle slopes on
the greens.

• Minimum Slope Indication Limit – A minimum slope
indication limit of 4% (2.29
degrees) is proposed (this includes lines, arrows, numbers
or any other indicators); this
will have the effect of eliminating such indicators of slope
from those areas of the putting green where the hole is
most likely to be positioned
(which tend to be cut on reasonably flat sections of the
putting green with a degree of
slope of less than 3.5% – or 2
degrees). This proposed limit
also equates roughly with the
amount of slope that is readily
visible to the naked eye.
• Maximum Scale Limit – A
maximum scale of 3/8 inch to 5
yards (1:480) is proposed; this
will limit the size in print form
to a pocket-sized publication
and has the effect of restricting

Both the USGA and The R&A are
committed to the position that a player’s ability
to read their line of play on the putting green is
an essential skill that should be retained.
Thomas Pagel
the space for handwritten notes
(also referenced below).
• Indicative Information –
General information that is included in traditional yardage
books or course guides, such
as basic illustrations that show
the outline of the putting green
and include indicative information like the tops of ridges or
general slopes, will continue to
be permitted.
• Handwritten
Notes
–
Handwritten notes will continue to be allowed but such

David Rickman
Thomas Pagel, Senior Director,
Rules of Golf and Amateur Status for the USGA, said: “Both
the USGA and The R&A are
committed to the position that
a player’s ability to read their
line of play on the putting green
is an essential skill that should
be retained. The focus of the
interpretation is to develop an
approach that is both effective
and enforceable.”
The key elements of the proposed interpretation are as
follows:

Many players call on their caddies for help in
reading greens.

Korean Kim Kyung-tae is among those who rely heavily on their green-reading skills.

notes cannot be used to create either a direct copy or a
facsimile (replica) of a detailed
green map.
Interested parties are encouraged to contact The R&A at
rulesmail@randa.org or the
USGA with questions, feedback or suggestions for improvement.
The governing bodies are
scheduled to issue the regulation no later than October 15
for its planned adoption on
January 1, 2019.
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Need for Speed!
Titleist says its new TS2 and TS3 drivers deliver faster ball
speed with higher launch, lower spin and increased MOI
for ‘Explosive Distance’.

A

2-year mission to design
greater speed into every
detail of driver technology has
led to the introduction of the
new Titleist TS drivers.
This mission – the ‘Titleist
Speed Project’, as it was referenced internally by the Titleist
Metalwoods R&D team – began with a challenge from the
game’s best players to make Titleist drivers as fast as possible.
What followed was a relentless
pursuit to solicit speed from
every micron and milli-gram
of the driver head, culminating
with the development of 2 new
driver models – TS2 and TS3 –
engineered to deliver faster

ball speed with higher launch,
lower spin and increased Moment of Inertia (MOI) for more
distance and game-changing
forgiveness.

‘From start
to finish, the TS
Project was about
driving ball speed
and unlocking a
level of performance
that golfers simply
couldn’t ignore.’
Josh Talge

During June’s US Open at Shinnecock Hills, the first week that
TS (Titleist Speed) drivers were
available for competition, it became immediately clear that the
new TS2 and TS3 models had
passed the test.
No fewer than 17 players put
TS drivers in play – including Justin Thomas, who unleashed a career-long 422yard drive in round 1 – an
unprecedented shift for the
week of a Major championship. Three starts later, Thomas earned his first World Golf
Championships title with a
4-shot victory at Firestone,
crediting the performance
gains of his TS3 9.5º driver.

The future of ‘Titleist Speed’
is driven by the creation of the
new Titleist Speed Chassis,
comprising 4 key innovations:
• Ultra-Thin Titanium Crown.
The thinnest cast titanium crown
in the game (20 per cent thinner
than 917 drivers) allows weight
to be shifted lower and deeper.
• Thinner, Faster Face. The
fastest face Titleist has ever
made – a refined Radial VFT
(variable face thickness) that reduces weight by up to 6 grams
– delivers faster ball speeds
and increased forgiveness.
The TS face is so thin that the
score lines must be lasered on
(instead of etched into the face
like prior generations).
• New Streamlined Shape.
Enhanced aero-dynamic shaping reduces drag by up to 20
per cent, allowing golfers to
swing faster, increasing club
head speed for more distance.
• Optimised Weight Distribution. Refined crown and variable face thicknesses create
the lowest Centre of Gravity
(CG) ever in a Titleist driver for
higher launch and lower spin.
The resulting MOI is up to 12
per cent higher than 917, creating a powerful combination of
speed and stability.
“From start to finish, the TS
Project was about driving ball
speed and unlocking a level of
performance that golfers simply couldn’t ignore,” said Josh
Talge, Vice President, Titleist
Golf Club Marketing.
“In order to do that, we knew
we had to look at things differently. We challenged our-

Titleist’s new TS2 and TS3 drivers are making waves.

selves to deconstruct the driver and
then literally build
it back up, piece by
piece, to be faster,
longer and better in
every way possible.
“R&D had been exploring
some
unique
constructions early on that were
really compelling in
theory, but they simply couldn’t beat the
performance of our
all-titanium
Speed
Chassis. We know
performance is the
story that golfers care
about. From the ball
speed and distance gains
we’re seeing, both on Tour
and with amateur golfers, it’s
clear that TS metals deliver a
new level of Titleist Speed.”
TS drivers bring more speed to
golfers through 2 distinct designs. The TS2 lets golfers swing
aggressively with maximum forgiveness across the face, while
TS3 offers speed-tuned distance with dynamic forgiveness
through SureFit CG.
Both models feature Titleist’s
patented SureFit hosel with 16
independent loft and lie settings to create a more consistent and optimised ball flight
through precision fitting.
TS2 DRIVERS –
STRAIGHT SPEED
• Explosive distance across
the face and maximum
forgiveness
• Adjustable Swingweight,
Fixed CG Location
•

High Launch, Low Spin

•

Modern Shape, 460 cc

• Available in 8.5°, 9.5°, 10.5°,
11.5° lofts
TS3 DRIVERS –
SPECIALISED SPEED
• Speed-tuned distance and
dynamic forgiveness
• Adjustable Swingweight
and SureFit CG
•

Mid Launch, Low Spin

•

Traditional Shape, 460 cc

Titleist’s TS2 and TS3
drivers are available
at Laguna National
Golf & Country Club’s
Pro Shop with special
pricing for Members.
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DINING
‘Cooking is like love.
It should be entered into with abandon …
or not at all.’
Harriet Van Horne, American newspaper columnist
and film/television critic.

Kevin Fawkes, Culinary Director at Laguna National Golf & Country Club and Dusit Thani Laguna Singapore.
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What’s New in F&B
Laguna National Golf & Country Club and the Dusit Thani
Laguna Singapore has welcomed a new Culinary Director.
OCTOBER

K

evin Fawkes has wasted no
time in getting his teeth well
and truly stuck into his new job!
It was on August 1 that the Englishman officially took up his post
as Culinary Director at Laguna
National Golf & Country Club and
Dusit Thani Laguna Singapore.
With a busy final quarter on the
menu, Fawkes hit the ground
running.
Kevin Fawkes

has also been especially praised
within the industry for his handson attitude, dedication and attention to detail.”
During his career, Fawkes has
established fine dining as well
as high volume operations and
has proved himself a hands-on
leader with the ability to train
and motivate a team to deliver
exceptional service.
Piatti said: “His key responsibilities with us are to oversee
and manage the daily Food
and Beverage operation and to
constantly bring in new culinary
ideas to boost the standards of
our outlets.”
Prior to arriving in Singapore,
Fawkes held appointments as
the Area Culinary Director for
the Soneva Group Maldives and
as Director of Culinary with Nai
Lert Park Bangkok, where he
worked with Piatti.

Eric Piatti, General Manager,
Dusit Thani Laguna Singapore,
said: “We’re delighted to have
Kevin on board. He has tremendous experience and flair and an
insatiable appetite for learning
about food.
“Kevin brings with him extensive Michelin-star restaurant and
5-star deluxe hotel experience.
An expert in several cuisines,
among his particularly fortes are
fine dining and banqueting. He

After leaving school in the
United
Kingdom,
Fawkes
signed up for an internship as
an apprentice baker and patisserie, earning several relevant
college certificates. A 3-year
stint in a culinary school followed before his formal culinary training culminated at
London’s Westminster College. There, he obtained the
third of 3 City and Guilds diplomas in catering, ultimately
graduating in 1991.

“Coming to Singapore is an exciting new challenge for me,”
said Fawkes, a member of the
British Culinary Federation and a
certified international judge with
the World Association of Chefs
Society (WACS).
Among a long list of awards and
accolades, Fawkes was honoured for his involvement at
Best French Restaurant in Bangkok (2005) and Best New Restaurant Opening in the Qatari
capital of Doha (2010). In 2013
and 2015 he was crowned winner of the culinary challenge TV
show Iron Chef Thailand – the
first British chef to conquer the
gruelling contest.

Pork Knuckle

Oven-Roasted Crispy Pork Knuckle
served with Green Salad, Sauerkraut
& Dijon Mustard
Member $48.80
Standard $52.80

NOVEMBER

Chilli Crab

Member 100 gm @ $6.50
Standard 100 gm @ $7.50
Additional side order of deep fried
Chinese bun (Man-tou) @ $0.90 each.
(Minimum order: 6 Pieces)

Of his new role, Fawkes said:
“I’m looking forward to working
with the outstanding team that
is already in place here.

DECEMBER

“It has always been my objective
to continually self-improve and
grow, to keep an open mind and
to keep learning and be the very
best I can possibly be.

Braised Beef Brisket & Meatballs
served with egg noodle and Choy Sum.

“The kitchen has been my home
and sanctuary for almost my entire life thus far. I never tire of my
greatest passions; the love of
food, cooking it, and of course
eating it! I am delighted to have
the opportunity to bring my enthusiasm for new cuisines and
culinary perfection to Laguna National Golf & Country Club and
Dusit Thani Laguna Singapore.”

Signature
Specials
from our Chefs

Beef Brisket Noodle
Soup or Dry
Member $22.80
Standard $24.80

To give our Members even more variety in their menu
selection, we are pleased to present a series of
Monthly Specials, lovingly created by our Chefs.
Available during Lunch & Dinner
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whisky
fair

festive wine
bazaar

Running low on your home collection of whisky?
Make sure not to miss Laguna National’s Whisky Fair
at which you’ll be able to replenish your stock
in time for the festive season.

Stock up on your wines for the festive season
at Laguna National’s Festive Wine Bazaar.
A wide array of attractive wines will be available
for sampling and purchase.

Venue: Laguna National Lobby
Date/Day: Saturday, November 24
and Sunday, November 25
Time: 11 am – 7 pm
Free Admission

Venue: The Nest
Date/Day: Saturday, December 8
Time: 6 pm – 9 pm
Price: Member $18.80 | Standard 25.80
(Inclusive of Canapés and wine sampling)

bottle Promotions
BRUICHLADDICH THE CLASSIC LADDIE
2 bottles for $348

While Bruichladdich is famous (infamous?) for pushing
the boundaries of distilling,
coopering and maturation, it
knows a classic spirit when it
makes one!
This dram has been designed
by Jim McEwan to showcase
the classic, floral and elegant
Bruichladdich style: matured

purely in American oak Bourbon casks.
A Kate Moss rather than a
Madonna, an Audrey Hepburn rather than a Marilyn
Monroe, a natural elegance
that is beyond fad and fashion
– truly a classic Bruichladdich!
50% ABV

wine Promotions
BERONIA
RESERVA 2010

Beronia Reserva shows a deep
cherry red colour and boasts complex aromas of black fruits and,
above all, blackberry. There’s also
a great bouquet of spices with cinnamon standing out and notes of
cedar on the finish. On the palate,
the taste is smooth with sweet and
round tannins. Great balance between acidic fruit and oak. Fresh,
structured and complex with a
long after-taste.
$19.00 glass
$88.00 per bottle

PACO & LOLA
No.12

Straw yellow with greenish, bright
and clear tones. Medium high
intensity with citrus (lemon skin,
tangerine) and white flowers (acacia and orange blossom). Tropical background with a hint of lychee. Very fresh and good acidity.
Heaps of fruits, intense and very
balanced.
$18.00 per glass

$78.00 per bottle

VINAS DEL
VERO LUCES
TINTO

This wine is a perfect blend of 3
varieties, an intriguing, balanced
combination of red and violet colours. It is expressive on the nose,
with a bouquet of red and black
fruit complemented by the aromas
contributed by the light toasting
the oak used to make the barrels.
It is full bodied and smooth on the
palate, pleasant and flavoursome.
$14.00 per glass
$58.00 per bottle

ESTRELLA
GALICIA
CLASSICA
Bucket of 6 bottles
at $45
(Lager)
Pale golden colour. Clean
and bright. White, soft and
creamy head. A perfect balance between the aromas
provided by the hops and
by the light flavour of malt.
Fine texture with a subtle
bitter note that lingers in the
mouth.

SHACKLETON BLENDED
MALT SCOTCH WHISKY
2 bottles for $288
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Chance to Savour
Chile Wine dinner

Get into the Festive Spirit!
FESTIVE FEAST

FESTIVE TAKEAWAYS

AVAILABLE FROM NOVEMBER 19
TO DECEMBER 27

Take the strain out of organising your Christmas
party by simply ordering from the Nest’s large selection of festive treats, ranging from turkey and
roasted meats to Christmas log cakes and wines.

Hosting a celebration for your family or company
during this festive season? Laguna National’s
Nest is an ideal venue for lunch, dinner and corporate functions. Our festive menu starts from
$48.80 onwards:
Set menu: Minimum 2 persons,
Maximum 60 persons
3 course set lunch: $48.00
4 course set dinner: $68.00
5 course set dinner: $88.00

Available from Wednesday, November 21 to
Tuesday, December 25.
Last order on December 21.
1 Roasted Turkey

$108.80

(Approximately 4.5 kg)

2 Roasted Rack of Lamb

$108.80

(Approximately 0.9 kg)

3 Australian Rib Eye
(Minimum 1 kg)
4 Honey Glazed Boneless Ham

$88.80/kg

$78.80

(Approximately 2 kg)

5 Christmas Log Cake (1 kg)

CHRISTMAS DAY &
NEW YEAR'S DAY
BUFFET LUNCH
& DINNER
Venue: The Nest
Date/Day: Tuesday, December 25
and Tuesday, January 1
Price: $55.00 (Lunch), $75.00 (Dinner)
Buffet: Minimum 60 persons
(Booking 1 week in advance)
Please call 6248-1711 for enquiry and details.

Laguna National Golf & Country Club’s series of
wine sampling gatherings will continue in
October with a Chilean Wine Dinner at The Nest.

$48.80

6 Home Party Package – Joy to the World $268
Mixed Salad with Balsamico Vinaigrette (Small)
• Potato Salad (Small) • Homemade Cream of
Mushroom Soup (4 persons) • Sautéed Vegetables (Small) • Honey Glazed Boneless Ham (Approximately 2 kg) • Oven-Roasted US Turkey (Approx. 4.5 kg) • Christmas Log Cake (1 kg) • Bottle
of House White or Red Wine
7 Home Party Package – Jingle Bells
$488
Mixed Salad with Balsamico Vinaigrette (Large)
• Potato Salad (Large) • Homemade Cream of
Mushroom Soup (8 persons) • Sautéed Vegetables (Large) • Honey Glazed Boneless Ham
(Approximately 2 kg) • Oven-Roasted US Turkey
(Approximately 4.5 kg) • Roasted Australian Rib
Eye (Approximately 2 kg) • Christmas Log Cake
(1 kg) • Two Bottles of House White or Red Wine
*To avoid disappointment, please place your
order a minimum of 4 days in advance

Chris Milliken

S

ituated along the western
seaboard of South America,
Chile is a long, narrow country. It
is bounded on the north by Peru
and Bolivia, on its long eastern
border by Argentina, and on the
west by the Pacific Ocean.
Because of the country’s extreme length, it has a wide variety of climates, from the coastal
desert beginning in the tropical
north to the cold sub-Antarctic
southern tip.
In recent years, the country’s
reputation for producing and
distributing outstanding wines
has been growing.

team, will be paired with classic Chilean wines on an evening hosted by Chris Milliken,
an entrepreneur, Sommelier,
author and Founder and Chief
Executive Officer of PengWine.

try, Milliken is a master of wine
pairing and fully equipped with
the ability to comprehend the
subtle variances that factor into
the partnering of blends with
the correct food.

PengWine is a luxury boutique
wine from the Maipo Valley of
Chile, home to some of the
world’s most prestigious wines.
The estate vineyard is snuggled between the Andes and
Chile’s lush Pacific Coast, and
bedded in rich soils.

In addition to his love of winemaking in Chile, Milliken has a
deep passion for the people
and products of the countries
in which he conducts business.
To reinforce his commitment,
his company gives back via
charitable contributions and
voluntary time.

Named after the resilient South
American penguins, that make
their home along the coast,
PengWine has been producing
a distinguished line of wines
since 2004.
Milliken, also a renowned chef,
said: “To honour these land
and sea-loving birds, each of
our varietals is named after
a different penguin native to
South America.

Laguna National Members and
their guests will be able to discover for themselves when The
Nest stages a Chilean Wine Dinner on October 19.

“All of our wines are handcrafted
in small lots with limited production. We take great pride in producing premium quality wines.
We pre-cellar our wines for 2-5
years before we release them to
the public. Only 2 per cent of
wines in the world practice this
level of dedication.”

A 5-course menu, crafted by
Laguna National’s culinary

With decades of experience in
the food and beverage indus-

Florence Rozario, Laguna National’s Restaurant Manager,
said: “It promises to be another
fascinating evening of fine wine
and fine dining at the Nest. With
a maximum of 40 places available, we encourage Members to
make their bookings early.”

CHILEAN WINE DINNER
Date: Friday, October 19
Venue: The Nest
Time: 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm
Price: Member $98.80
Standard $108.80
To book your place, please
contact The Nest at 6248-1711
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Flamenco Flair at
spanish wine dinner
Spanish style was celebrated during a fun-filled evening
at Laguna National.

T

he traditional song and
dance of the Gypsies (flamencos) of Andalucia, Flamenco
has never been more popular
than it is today – in Spain and
around the world.
In recent years, a new generation of Flamenco performers
have broadened Flamenco’s
appeal to an international audience.
In Singapore, too, it’s growing in
popularity – as evidenced during a memorable August evening when a dash of Spanish culture came to The Nest.
More than 30 Laguna National Members and their guests
enjoyed a 5-course Spanish

It’s the first
time we’ve had
Flamenco dancing
in The Nest and
it certainly added
a splash of colour
to an excellent
evening.
Florence Rozario
fusion menu well paired with
Spanish wines.
Hosted by Steven Chan, a Certified Wine Specialist and a Director of Iconic Wines, the evening
was also highlighted by a lively
Flamenco performance.

Florence Rozario, Laguna National’s Restaurant Manager,
said: “It’s the first time we’ve
had Flamenco dancing in The
Nest and it certainly added a
splash of colour to what was an
excellent evening.
“The response we received from
Laguna National Members in
attendance was very supportive and encouraging. We look
forward to hosting at least one
more wine dinner at The Nest in
the final quarter of 2018.”
Chef Kent Neo’s specially prepared menu included Lobster
Salad served with mixed fruit
salsa and a choice of Braised
Veal Shank or Pan-Seared Red
Grouper for the main course.

JULBORD WITH MOONLIGHT
SURPRISE PARTY
Experience this festive season in a different light at
Laguna National Golf and Country Club
Enjoy a Scandinavian Christmas Feast with Glögg, unlimited
servings of Snaps, Draft Beer and Moonlight Golf experience!
Available on a first come first served basis between the 12th of
November to the 21st of December 2018.
*Minimum booking of 50 persons

For more information, please email to moonlightgolf@lagunanational.com or
contact Regine at +65 6248 1780 OR Tiffany at +65 6248 1682.

Mr and Mrs Eric Ng Cheng Hock and their guests at the Spanish Wine Dinner were entertained by traditional Flamenco dancing.

Graciously Dusit by Caring People
Experience personalized service inspired by authentic Thai
values at Dusit Hotels & Resorts worldwide. With four
distinctive brands to choose from, no detail goes unnoticed in
our pursuit of hospitality perfection.
China • Egypt • Kenya • Maldives • Philippines • Thailand • U.A.E. • U.S.A.
Upcoming destinations: Bahrain • Bhutan • Singapore • Vietnam

DOWNLOAD OUR APP

